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Russell W. Hilliard, Director 
Aeron2utics Commission - 
Concord Airnort 

Concord, New Hampshire 


Dear Me, Hilliard: 


This 4s in reply to your letter of October 23, 1958 
in which you advise that your office has received a request for an al- 
lecaticn of State funds for the construction of an airport in the town 
of liincdale to serve the Hinceale ond Erattlcboro, Vermont area. You 
state that the Federal Government, throuch the Civil Aeronautics AdminiL- 
stration will contribute 56;) of the total ecat of the project, that the 
State of Vermont znd the tem of Brattleboro will contribute equally in 
an amount which will constitute 25% ef the cost, and the application 
which has been filed with the Nav Hampshire Aeronautics Cormission 4s 
for the remaining 25% in the amount of $31,250. 


You advise that this profect 41s to be constructed 
uncer the Federal Aid Airport brerram and that if authorised the contri. . 
bution of the State of New Hampshire to the project will be from the 
funds approprinted by Chapter 319 of the Laws of 1957, Section 1 of 
‘which previdea as folloais: . 


"319:1 Airport Aid and Development Prorram. The sum of 
three hundred thousand dollars 4s horeby appropriated to be 
exponded as needed by ths aeronzutics cormission (1) for the 
pur};ose of equal matching of town funds for the development 
of airrorts with foderal aid under the federal aid airport 
program or (2) for equal matching of tow funds for the 
developnent of airports, as defined under the Federal Aid 
Airport Program by state contributions not in excess of five 
thousand dollars. In ense of a grant under the provisions of 
(1) hereof, except in the case of a Grant in an amount of five 
thousand dollars or less, the commission shall expend funds 
hereunder only under an arroement with the sponsoring town 
that said svonsor shall make annual payments not later than 
June first of each year, beginning on June first of the year 
following that in which the grant is made, to the aeronautical 
fund established under RSA 422:42 in any amount of not less 
than one fifteenth of the state f£ contributed to the con- 
struction of buildings under the Progran and if contributions 
are used to match town funds for other airport construotion 
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"an additional payment shall be made by the sponsoring 
toun at the rate of throes cents per gallon on all fuel 

- gold or uscd in aircraft on the airport improved by said 
project. The determination of such fuel used or sold 
shall be determined as provided in RSA 422359. The psye 
ments hereinbofore provided shall cease upon the repayment 
to the acronautical fund of the entire amount of the grant 
from ctate funds." 


Following recolipt of your letter we discussed this 
matter with you by tclerhons amd you advised us that the towm of Hinsdale 
Will b2 the omer of this new facility, that the town of Hinsdale as 
sponsoring: town will execute the agrecments required by Laws of 1957 31931 
quoted above, and that the 25% share from the State of Vermont ani the 
city of Brattlcboro, Vermont will be made available to the town of Hinsdale 
jn the form of a contribution. You have inquired whether or not the 25% 
share to bo ecntributed to the town of Hinsdale by the State of Vermorit 
and the city of Brattleboro are "town funds" within the meaning of Laws 
of 1957 319:1 which may be equally matched! by tho Now Hampshire Aeronautics 
Comission. Oux* answer 4s in the affirmative. We believe the term "Lown 
funds" as used in this legislation means all funds (other than Federal funds) 
which become available to a New Lampshire toin fer the cevelopment of air- 
ports with FPecoeral aid under the Federal Aid Airport Prozram from whatever 
source derived whether by tom appropriations, donations, contributions or 
otherwise. We, therefore, believe that the New Hampshire Aeronautics 
Comission mey allocate to this project an eszowit equal to the amount to 
bo contributed to the to:m of Hinsdale by the Stato of Verncnt and the city 
of Erattlcbox'o. . 


Althouch the situation in this case is somesshat unusual, 
4t ceens that a joint undsrtaling of this sort is contemplated and authorized 
by RSA 422:16 which provides that "tho state and the towns are hereby autho- 
rizcd to acquire, construct, mintain and operate any air naviration facili- 
ties ani ray do so jointly with the United States, cther states or with 
ench other. emphasis added) ? 


Since the cost of this project is to be partially met by 


Federal Aid Airport Funds, we would direct your attention to R3A 422318, 
19, relative to the acceptance and use of such funds. 


Very truly yours, 


George T. Ray, dre 
GTR, Jr/m 7 Assistant Attorney General 


